What is Myth?  What is Fairy Tale?

Myth: A traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a people or explaining a natural or social phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings or events https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/myth

myth
miTH/
 
noun
noun: myth; plural noun: myths
1. 1.
a traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a people or explaining some natural or social phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings or events.
	synonyms:
	folk tale, folk story, legend, tale, story, fable, saga, mythos, lore, folklore, mythology
"ancient Greek myths"


· traditional stories or legends collectively.
"the heroes of Greek myth"
2. 2.
a widely held but false belief or idea.
"he wants to dispel the myth that sea kayaking is too risky or too strenuous"
· a misrepresentation of the truth.
"attacking the party's irresponsible myths about privatization"
· a fictitious or imaginary person or thing.
· an exaggerated or idealized conception of a person or thing.
"the book is a scholarly study of the Churchill myth"
	synonyms:
	misconception, fallacy, false notion, old wives' tale, fairy tale/story, fiction



This is the “Google” definition – note the synonyms under #1.

Although Google (and others) describe myth and fairy tale as synonymous, for our purposes and in terms of scholarship, they are not interchangeable.  

For this course, when we talk about something being a myth, we are referring to stories from the Greco-Roman mythology (Zeus, Poseidon, etc.)  [Yes, if you read the “Percy Jackson” Series – these are the same ).  Although there is a rich treasure trove of Celtic mythology, Norse mythology and others, we are dealing with stories from the Greco-Roman tradition.


Fairy Tale: 
A fairy tale is a magical story for children, like "Cinderella" or "Rumpelstiltskin." If you read a story that begins, "Once upon a time," chances are it's a fairy tale.
A story doesn't have to include any fairies at all to be considered a fairy tale. Fairy tales are typically full of magic spells, princesses, talking animals, evil queens, witches, and goblins. Disney would probably not be in business if it weren't for fairy tales. You can also use the word to describe some part of real life that seems almost magical, like a "fairy tale romance."

1. a story about fairies; told to amuse children

2. n an interesting but highly implausible story; often told as an excuse

from Vocabulary.com


“When someone says to you – and I’ve heard this comment in English, French, German, Spanish, and Italian – “that’s just a fairy tale,” it generally means that what you have just said is untrue or unreal. It is a polite but deprecating way of saying that your words form a lie or gossip. Your story is make-believe and unreliable. It has nothing to do with reality and experience. Fairy tale is thus turned into some kind of trivial story – silly, infantile, not to be believed. Moreover, fairy tales are allegedly for children, amusing stories to pass the time away and to be dismissed. If children believe in them, read them and listen to them, they cannot be taken seriously.
Yet, we all know that the opposite is true. We all know we believe or want to believe in fairy tales. We are all ready to answer Peter Pan’s monumental question whether we believe in fairy tales with a resounding “yes!” We all know that fairy tales are tied to real life experiences more than we pretend they aren’t. We ward off fairy tales and pretend that they are intended mainly for children because they tell more truth than we want to know, and we absorb fairy tales because they tell us more truth than we want to know.”
 -Jack Zipes
https://blog.oup.com/2015/09/fairy-tale-oral-traditions/

The “definition” of fairy tales is complicated because there are different types (authored, oral tradition, etc.) and different scholars even have conflicting views on what is and what is not a fairy tale.  In my perspective, it’s easier to define what isn’t a fairy tale.  For our purposes, anything that is a novel (Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie, The Wizard of Oz, by L. Frank Baum, etc.) is NOT a fairy tale, even though there may be elements of magic or fantasy.   If you are used to thinking of fairy tales as Disney movies, realize that many of the more famous movies are not based on fairy tales (Pocahantas was a real person, not just a Disney “princess).  

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Write a response of YOUR experience with myths and fairy tales.  Please mention specific stories by name.  Your response should be ca. 2-3 paragraphs and should have a clear thesis.  The writing can be casual but should be clear.  This can be in first person and reflect your opinions and personal experiences.
Note that for titles – short works from a collection (as in fairy tales) should be in quotes, while full-length works (such as a movie or opera) are in italics.
Cinderella is the character
“Cinderella” is the story
Cinderella is the ballet by Prokofiev
Disney’s Cinderella is the animated movie
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